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TITLE
AUTHORIZE FUNDING TO RE-ESTABLISH A “READING CONNECTIONS”
PROGRAM IN THE DETENTION CENTERS

SPONSOR
Sheriff BJ Barnes (Major J. Rollins and Captain C.A. Martin)

BACKGROUND

This proposal requests $57,375.00 be allotted from the Fund Balance (remaining inmate
welfare funds) to expand an adult literacy program, to wit: “Reading Connections” available to
inmates at the High Point Detention Center (“HPDC”) and eligible inmates in in the
Greensboro Detention Center. This program currently exists on an ongoing basis in the
Greensboro Detention Center where it has been successful in improving inmate literacy. A
similar pilot program was conducted with male inmates at the HPDC in 2017 and also produced
positive results.

Due to reduced funding at state levels and reduction in Grant funding, the program was reduced
in July of 2018. Specifically, the requested funding would be used to re-established a Reading
Connections Program for female inmates and additional clasess for male inmates. If the pilot
program proves successful, addtional funding would be used to establish ongoing Reading
Connections Program expansions.

The funding would also be used to capitalize on the positive results obtained during last year’s
pilot program for male inmates at the HPDC, by establishing an ongoing Reading Connections
Program for male inmates at that High Point facility.

If approved by the BOCC, the F Inmate Welfare Fund balance will be reduced from
approximately $639,172.00 to approximately $581,797.00 after this appropriation.

BUDGET IMPACT

Budget Ordinance Amendment

General Fund

$57.375.00 increase in Appropriated Fund Balance (Inmate Welfare Fund)
$57.375.00 increase in Appropriation to Law Enforcement
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REQUESTED ACTION

That the BOCC approve $57,375.00 to be allocated from the Fund Balance (remaining inmate
welfare funds), and to increase the FY 2018-19 Law Enforcement budget by the same amount
for this expenditure.
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