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INTRODUCTION 

The functions and benefits of open space range from environmental to economic, from conservation to recreation, from 

corridors  for wildlife  to paths  for people,  from buffers to connectors,  from quality of water to quality of  life, and  from 

soothing the eye to soothing the soul. (Bill Ross, Jr., Secretary, NC Department of Environment and Natural Resources, and chair of 

the committee that produced the original Open Space Report) 

 

WHAT IS OPEN SPACE? 

The Guilford County Open Space Committee has been in existence for eight years. In that time, the OSC has put together 

a successful land protection program based on the following tenets. 

 

Definition of Open Space 

“Land in a predominantly undeveloped condition, including forests, wetlands, stream corridors, managed meadows, and 

agricultural areas. Land protected by Guilford County as open space is protected in perpetuity and is suitable for native 

wildlife  and plant habitat; water quality protection; natural  resource preservation; passive  recreation;  trails  for non‐

motorized vehicles; ecologically sustainable agricultural activities; and scientific or educational uses.”   Guilford County 

Open Space Committee, July 17, 2007. 

 

Benefits of Open Space 

 

Mission  Statement  of  the 

Open Space Program 

To identify suitable lands for acquisition and preservation, develop plans for their protection and provide public education 

about land conservation. 

 

Guiding Principles of the Open Space Program 

1) Acquisition and preservation of open space will be based on working with willing property owners.  There will be 
no takings of private land. 

2) Establishing priority areas for the acquisition of open space and updating them periodically, while being flexible 
enough to take advantage of special acquisition opportunities and respond effectively to threats on high priority 
tracts. 

3) A focus on the multiple uses, functions and benefits of open space. 
4) Adherence to the concept of corridors and bubbles, such that, in thirty years, there will be strategically located 

open space bubbles or core areas throughout the county. Those core areas will be linked together by corridors, 
such as streams, greenways, bike trails, walking paths, or other linear connections to facilitate wildlife migration 
and recreation in core areas. Core areas will have uses appropriate for each site. 

5) Optimal use of bond funds to maximize their impact by seeking matching grants, by accepting donations of land, 
and by seeking partners to help acquire and manage open space.  

 

Protects water quality Offers low-impact recreation Recharges ground & surface water 
Improves air quality Sustains local food production Preserves plant & animal habitat 
Reduces flood damage Provides visual & noise buffers Enhances sound economic growth 
Provides scenic corridors Connects people with nature Provides a legacy for the future 
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Open Space Definition 

 

Adopted July 17, 2007 by the Open Space Committee 

 

The Guilford County Open Space Committee defines open space as the following: land in a predominantly undeveloped 

condition, including forests, wetlands, stream corridors, managed meadows, and agricultural areas. Land protected by 

Guilford County as open space is protected in perpetuity and is suitable for native wildlife and plant habitat; water 

quality protection; natural resource preservation; passive recreation; trails for non‐motorized vehicles; ecologically 

sustainable agricultural activities; and scientific or educational uses.  
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Open Space Property Acquisitions  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A total of $516,004.61 remains from the $10 million project ordinance 

 

 

 

Closing   
Date

FY
Parcels:                     
Former Owners

Associated 
Preserve

Acres
% of Total 

Acres
Sales Price* Price/Ac.

7-14-06 06-07 Conrad Mears Fork 47.0 3.11% 225,000$    4,787$   
6-28-07 06-07 Baynes Cascades 65.0 4.31% 314,000$    4,831$   
9-17-08 08-09 Berkelhammer Cascades 64.0 4.24% 315,000$    4,922$   
11-4-08 08-09 Bold Moon Bold Moon 20.0 1.32% 60,000$       3,000$   
12-9-08 08-09 Saferight Saferight 46.0 3.05% 300,000$    6,522$   
12-31-08 08-09 McKee-Huger McKee-Huger 4.5 0.30% -$                 -$            
5-28-09 08-09 Ragsdale Deep River 58.0 3.84% 227,700$    3,926$   
6-16-09 08-09 Wall Place Mears Fork 36.0 2.38% 39,700$       1,103$   
9-29-09 09-10 Hines Chapel Hines Chapel 450.0 29.80% 2,292,000$ 5,093$   
11-12-09 09-10 Richardson Richardson-Taylor 250.0 16.56% 2,556,250$ 10,225$ 
11-23-10 10-11 Alumnae Delta Benbow 6.5 0.43% 195,000$    30,000$ 
6-29-11 10-11 McCandless McCandless Woods 30.0 1.99% 193,830$    6,461$   
12-21-11 11-12 Moore A&Y Greenway 25.4 1.68% 205,789$    8,102$   
06-19-12 11-12 Ingram (land swap) Saferight 1.2 0.08% -$                 -$            
06-26-12 11-12 Hedgecock Rich Fork 53.0 3.51% 549,093$    10,360$ 
9-05-12 12-13 Hinnant Bold Moon 30.8 2.04% 128,200$    4,162$   
12-12-12 12-13 Kirkman (2 parcels) Company Mill 179.3 11.88% 744,120$    4,150$   
2-28-13 12-13 Sloan (3 parcels) Rich Fork 22.3 1.48% 146,890$    6,587$   
3-15-13 12-13 Douglass (2 parcels) Rich Fork 32.0 2.12% 222,768$    6,962$   
4-17-13 12-13 Thomas Bus Thomas Bus 5.6 0.37% 100,000$    17,986$ 
4-17-13 12-13 Hull Thomas Bus 0.4 0.03% 9,500$         23,750$ 
5-10-13 12-13 Rogers Rich Fork 8.5 0.56% 104,591$    12,305$ 
5-20-13 12-13 Cooke estate Company Mill 65.7 4.35% 212,205$    3,232$   
6-10-13 12-13 Oliver Company Mill 1.0 0.07% 5,520$         5,465$   
8-30-13 13-14 Steele A&Y Greenway 7.8 0.52% 31,976$       4,099$   

Total Projects 1,510 100% 6,079$   

* Guilford County Leased 193.2 acres for Richardson-Taylor Preserve not included
**   Sales price does not include transaction costs
*** Average is weighted based on acres
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03/01/2012 BOC Approval: Northern 53 Acres 
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A ii.  10/04/2012 BOC Approval: Southern 61 Acres
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Existing Conditions of Rich Fork Acquisitions   

 

Conservation Easement (Douglas Portion) 
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Utility Easements and Existing Trail Network  
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Recent Timbering 
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BOCC Meeting 7.11.13 – Adopted the Following Names Associated with the County’s Nature Preserves 
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BOCC Work Session 11.4.13 – Open Space Property Acquisition & Development Report 
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BOCC Annual Retreat 1.16.14 & 1.17.14 – Direction Parks and Open Space Program 
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In 2014, Guilford County Parks Researched Comparable Open Space Definitions  
 
 
 
City of Durango Open Space is defined as: 
 
Natural lands and waters permanently preserved in a natural state, or restored and enhanced using native species 
consistent with the surrounding landscape. Open Space may also include working agricultural ranch land and cultural 
and historic sites. 
Open Space lands possess values important to the community including: 
• Unique scenery, views and landscapes; 
• Sites for low impact passive recreation; 
• Ecological function; 
• Habitat for wildlife and flora; 
• Wetlands, rivers, streams, and lakes; 
• Sites for outdoor environmental education; and 
• Agricultural lands. 
Uses of Open Space will vary depending upon resource sensitivity, location and management objectives. 
This definition of Open Space satisfies Goal 16 of the adopted Durango Comprehensive Plan, which states: 
“Develop an open space system consisting of green belts, greenways, special feature parcels, parks and trails that 
together serve one or more of the following purposes: 1) preserve scenic vistas; 2) serve as buffers between land uses; 
3) provide increased human access to adjacent public lands, the Animas River and other drainage corridors; 4) provide a 
mix of active and passive use areas; 5) preserve and enhance important wildlife habitats and migration routes; 6) 
provide opportunities for environmental education; 7) protect habitat corridors for movement of wildlife in Durango and 
/or 8) preserve and develop an interconnected trail system throughout the planning area.” 
  Open Space Plan ‐ 45 
 City of Durango 
  4.4.2.2 WHAT IS NOT OPEN SPACE? 
Open Space is not developed formal park sites, irrigated turf, playgrounds, ball fields, golf courses or other developed 
facilities that would support organized, scheduled recreational activities or uses such as league sports. 
4.4.2.3 WHAT IS PASSIVE RECREATION? 
Passive recreation is any activity typically undertaken on an individual or small group basis that is a non‐motorized, trail 
oriented activity requiring only limited modification to the natural landscape in order to occur. Passive recreation may 
include activities such as hiking, running, bicycling, and horseback riding. Non‐trail oriented activities such as non‐
motorized boating, fishing, environmental education, nature observation, and picnicking may also be considered passive 
recreation.                
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9/9/2014 Passive Recreation Definition Passed by the Parks & Rec Board  
 
“Thomas Marshburn asked the Commissioners to review and approve the definition of the term “Passive 
Recreation”. The Commissioners than discussed the impact of the definition on allowable open space 
activities. At the conclusion of the discussion, Commissioner Koller requested that the definition of 
“Passive Recreation” developed by the Open Space sub-committee be entered into the record. A copy of 
that definition is attached. Commissioner Lawrence moved that the definition of “Passive Recreation” as 
developed by the Park Dept. staff (a copy of which is attached hereto and incorporated herein) by accepted 
by the Board. The motion was seconded by Commission Forde. Chairmen Myers requested a friendly 
amendment whereby although the Commissioners adopted the proposed “Passive Recreation” definition, 
each individual park /preserve will develop its own rules and regulations as to what activities my take 
place on those specific reserves, notwithstanding the agreed upon Passive Recreation definition. The 
friendly amendment was accepted by Commissioner Lawrence and a unanimous vote of the 
Commissioners followed approving the motion as amended.”  

 
 
11/20/2014 BOCC Approved Passive Recreation Definition 
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As of July 2016, the following has been opened 

 

 

 Second phase of Richardson‐Taylor Preserve 

 Cascades Preserve 

 Thomas Built Bus Preserve 

 Benbow Preserve 

 Bold Moon Preserve 

 Saferight Preserve; soft opening 

 McCandless Woods; soft opening 

 Hines Chapel Preserve; leased for agricultural use 

 Brooks Bridge Paddle Access *(was not purchased with Open Space funding but Parks & 

Recreation resources were used to open and maintain the property) 

 

County Objectives for Passive Park Usage 
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Guilford County Passive Parks Run‐down: 

 

 Thomas Built Bus: 6 Acres near Downtown High Point adjacent to elementary school, primary usage is 

education and urban orchard, secondary is walking trail and multi‐use play field   

 Benbow: 6.5 Acres near Downtown Greensboro, primary usage is light walking trail around planted 

fruit and nut trees, secondary birding and photography 

 Bold Moon: 20 Acres in Northwest, primary usages are hiking and education (informative signage 

throughout property), secondary is fishing and geocaching  

 McCandless Woods: 30 Acres adjacent to 2 Southern GCS schools, primary usage is hiking and 

education opportunities, secondary is photography  

 Saferight: 47 Acres near 3 Southern GCS schools, primary usage is hiking and education, secondary is 

outdoor farming classroom 

 Deep River: 58 Acres on Randleman Reservoir, primary usage is hiking and buffer for water filtration, 

secondary is reforestation 

 Rich Fork: 115 Acres near Downtown High Point, primary usage in Northern 75 Acres is hiking and 

education, Southern 40 Acres is Mixed‐use (Bike and Hike), secondary is wildlife habitat 

 Cascades: 130 Acres in Oak Ridge, primary usage is hiking, secondary photography and wildlife viewing 

 Company Mill: 246 Acres near Pleasant Garden, primary usage is hiking and fishing, secondary is 

wildlife habitat and education (1800’s Dam and Farmstead)   

 Hines Chapel: 450 Acres in Northwest, primary usage is farming and hiking, secondary is fishing, 

potential paddling 

 Richardson‐Taylor: 450 Acres near city watershed lakes, primary usage is hiking and picnicking, 

secondary is biking, education, photography and wildlife habitat  

 A&Y, Mears Fork, and McKee‐Huger function as either buffer or water filtration and recharge 
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Master Plan  

Development Process 
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What is a Master Plan?  

Dictonary.com states that a master plan develops or improves (land, a community, a building complex, or the 

like) through a long‐range plan that balances and harmonizes all elements. 
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2/16/2010 Public Input Meeting Flyer or Richardson Taylor 
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2/16/2010 The following is data and information from the public input process from Richardson Taylor that 

was done in writing on site. 

Morton‐Richardson Survey Responses:  38 Total Surveys 

       

Zip Code Breakdown     

Code  Count  Percent   

27012  1  2.78%   

27214  4  11.11%  Browns Summit 

27358  6  16.67%  Summerfield 

27401  2  5.56%   

27407  1  2.78%   

27408  2  5.56%   

27410  3  8.33%   

27455  17  47.22%  GSO, north of lakes 

Total Responses  36  100.00%   

 

Q‐1  What type of trails do you prefer? 

  Count  Percent   

Hike only  18  48.65%   

Hike/bike  13  35.14%   

Horse also  6  16.22%   

Total Responses  37  100.00%   

       

Q‐2  Would you like future loop trails? 

  Count  Percent   

Yes  26  70.27%   

No  10  27.03%   

Other  1  2.70%   

Total Responses  37  100.00%   
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Q‐3  What width trail do you prefer? 

  Count  Percent   

2‐3'  25  69.44%   

5‐6'  9  25.00%   

Other  2  5.56%   

Total Responses  36  100.00%   

       

Q‐4  Do you live in adjacent neighborhood? 

  Count  Percent   

Yes  21  56.76%   

No  16  43.24%   

Total Responses  37  100.00%   

     

 

 

 

Q‐5  Contingent on Q‐4: Would you like connector trails? 

  Count  Percent   

Yes  9  42.86%   

No  12  57.14%   

Total Responses  21  100.00%   

       

Q‐6  Would you like wildlife viewing platforms? 

  Count  Percent   

Yes  26  86.67%   

No  2  6.67%   

Other  2  6.67%   

Total Responses  30  100.00%    Page 77



 

       

Other Crosstabs       

56% of respondents wanting 2‐3' trails also wanted 

trails for hiking only.      

       

69% of people wanting loop trails also wanted 

multiple use trails. 

 

 

 

   

 

Citizen Comments 

Question 1 – Types of Trails 

Pro‐horse Comments 

1. Allowing horses should be reconsidered. Horses are lower impact than bikes. The MST has many other segments 
where horse riding is allowed. 

2. Please consider the historic use of this property for horseback riding activities. Equine related industries are a 
large part of Guilford County economics. We would love to see public access equestrian trails. Don’t take away 
equestrian’s use of land we have ridden for decades in order to let “new” uses (biking, hiking) have precedence. 
Dual use works at NE Park. Opening to bikes, etc. and closing it to horses is mean. 

3. Where will we ride horses? Guilford County historically had a high number of horses. The open spaces are 
disappearing. Equestrians are good stewards of the land. We wish we could be allowed to continue to enjoy this 
wonderful property and preserve part of its history with the Sedgefield Hunt. 

4. Please reconsider horses. They have been on these trails for years and the property is as you presented – 
preserved. Melissa Strickland 647 Simpson Calhoun Rd.  643‐7855 

Pro‐bike comments 

1. I think hiking and biking can work together on these trails. I would like to be able to bike the complete MST 
when completed or hike it if I want to. 

2. Please consider multi‐use. Mountain Bikers will help build and maintain the trail and it will get used by more 
residents. 

3. Biking access would be nice; however, they do cause a considerable amount of erosion. 
4. Bike trails are okay but do require a whole lot more “deck type” woodwork over wet spots. 

 

Pro‐Hiking comments 

1. Working with the biking community might work, but I feel that bikes tear up trails exponentially more than 
hikers. 

2. Some trails should be exclusively for hiking. 
3. If there are places where bikes are allowed, they should be separate from walking trails. 
4. As little impact on land as possible. 
5. No biking allowed! 
6. MST should be hiking only, if possible. – Lee Price  kd4gcf@yahoo.com  Page 78



 

 

Question 2 – Loop Trails 

1. Suggests that mountain bike trails be allowed on the east side of Long Branch and onto existing city‐owned 
property and exit onto Plainfield Road, which is at the entrance to the final segment of Reedy Fork to Church 
Street. This area is higher & drier and farther away from the heron rookery and wetland habitat. The habitat on 
this side is not high quality. – Moni Bates 

2. The existing loop could be improved. 
3. Loop trials should depend on the amount of land that is available, not if trails become crowded. 
4. Definitely need a separate bike trail. Look at Reedy Fork trail (severe erosion).  
5. Only one trail through the center of the property. No secondary looping trails. 
6. Possibly make loops bike specific. 

 

Question 3 – Trail Width 

1. Suggests we mix the trail widths 
2. Prefer hand‐built – more natural 
3. No preference 
4. 2‐3 foot wide is fine for less used trails 

 

Question 5 – Neighborhood Connectors 

1. Add one at James Doak Pkwy (west) 
2. Add one at Fosseway Drive 
3. Add one at Fosseway Drive 
4. Existing park connection to River Run Rd. 
5. Runs too close to my property line. Plenty of room to push it out further. People using the trail do not want to 

see the back of houses. I would like to walk the property with you before it is laid out. Thanks, good meeting.  – 
John Rollins, 408 Pebble Ridge Ct., (336) 644‐9904 (H) or (919) 602‐8984 (C) 

6. We had a neighborhood meeting on March 8,m 2010 about the trail proposals. There is great opposition to 
having any access or feeder trails within Ridgewood and a lot of concern about proximity of the proposed trail. – 
John Rollins 

7. The kids will connect anyway. 
8. Strongly against it. 

 

Question 6 – Wildlife Viewing Platforms 

1. Wood platforms are a good idea 
2. Only if very unobtrusive 
3. Need further information about structure. 
4. The Bog Garden wetland and lake viewing areas are marvelous for children and adults! 

 

Question 7 – Ideas for Naming 

1. The Hugh Morton (Memorial) Trail or Beaver pond trail 
2. Guilford County MST 
3. The Morton/Richardson spur 
4. Donation‐based name 
5. Name it after the land that was donated 
6. Morton or Richardson 
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Question 8 – Other Comments/Questions 

Parking comments 

1. Limit parking access.  
2. Expand parking on Plainfield Road. Put trash receptacle there and maintain it. Trash will occur – let’s give folks a 

chance to not litter. Thanks for asking! 
3. Please reconsider putting a parking area at the end of Simpson Calhoun Road. ‐Melissa Strickland, 647 Simpson 

Calhoun Rd.  643‐7855 
Other comments 

4. I would like to explore the possibility of a disc golf course. If not here, then on other open space property. Disc 
golf provides 1) low cost recreation, 2) benefits the community with increasing school participation and safe 
exercise, 3) environmentally friendly, utilizes existing terrain, low maintenance, and 4) fastest growing sport 
with an avid international following. World championships are in Charlotte this year! – Contact Chris Anderson 
643‐8655 

5. There is extensive headward erosion on the west side of Long Branch which is severe and needs to be 
addressed, but I don’t know of any techniques to address it. ‐Moni Bates 

6. Please keep me informed, as I am the president of the Covington Home Owners Association. – Pat Grogan 298‐
4259, pjgrogan@triad.rr.com 

7. Please encourage changing James Doak on Spencer Dixon side to another street name (now there is no 
possibility of connection)! 

8. I visit the Morton Tract frequently as my property adjoins it. I have even put a sitting bench above one of the 
beaver ponds to view the birds and water creatures. There are lots of turtles in the beaver ponds and many 
deer. 

9. We are adjoining neighbors and very pleased to have the trail. 
10. A wonderful opportunity for Guilford County.  
11. I live in the Cedar Hollow neighborhood. I object to the trail extending north of Hwy. 150 into Cedar Hollow and 

Fox Briar Road. Please consider using Hwy. 150 from the school property down to Cedar Hollow Road. Do not 
run the trail through an existing residential neighborhood. – David Reeves  dreeves001@triad.rr.com 
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3/8/2011 Richardson Taylor Stewardship Plan Approved by Parks & Rec Commission 

 (First page of plan is below) 
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Guilford County Parks hires design firms like CLH Design that to handle our master plans 
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Summary of Public Events: CLH Design was hired for the Rich Fork Master Plan 

 

Timeline of County Hosted Public Events in regards to the Rich Fork Preserve  

‐ 10.27.14 Stakeholders meeting with Rich Fork Preserve Committee to understand their ideas and desires 

‐ 2.3.15 – 3.14.15 Community survey to gain initial public views on use of the property 

‐ 3.16.15 Meeting with Rich Fork Preserve Committee to review results of survey and present draft master plan 

‐ 6.25.15 Public meeting at HP Public Library to review proposed master plan and receive feedback 

o Press release to Sunshine list, flyers at YMCA / HP Museum / HP Library / Northwoods Elementary 

‐ 12.3.15 BOC meeting where public was given the opportunity to speak on Rich Fork Preserve 

‐ 12.10.15 Parks and Rec Staff sent out a press release for the 2nd Public Input Meeting at HP Public Library 

‐ 12.21.15 Parks and Rec Staff sent out a postcard flyer to all surrounding property owners with over a 1,000’ 

buffer  

‐ 1.13.16 Public meeting where latest draft of the plan was presented and the public was given the opportunity to 

provide written feedback 

o Press release to Sunshine list, flyers at YMCA / HP Library / Carters BBQ, posting on Facebook.  ~472 

postcards directly mailed to property owners surrounding Rich Fork 

‐ 4.12.16 Parks and Rec Commission meeting.  Final draft of master plan presented and public again given 

opportunity to speak 
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6/8/2015 Rich Fork Press Release Sent for First Public Input Meeting 
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12/10/2015 Rich Fork Press Release Sent for Second Public Input Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

December 10th, 2015  

 

HIGH POINT, NC – Guilford County Parks is having a public input meeting on the master plan for the Rich Fork Property. 
This meeting will be held on Wednesday, January 13th, from 5:30pm-7:30pm at the High Point Library. 

 

The High Point Library is located at 901 N. Main St, High Point, NC. 

 

Located between Northwood Elementary School and the YMCA of High Point, this property is roughly 114 acres. 

The County invites everyone to come be a part of the meeting to provide valuable input on the future of this property. 

   

For more information, please contact Dwight Godwin at 336-641-4751 
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12/21/2015 Rich Fork Postcard Flyer Mailed  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rich Fork Mailing Buffer  

Out of the 472 addresses located in the over 1,000’ buffer, 407 were mailed to neighboring property owners and 65 

were mailed either out of state or to P.O. boxes.   
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Sample list of addresses in the Rich Fork Mailing Buffer 
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Rich fork has been discussed a total of 35 times since 2011 at the Parks and Recreation Commission or open space 

subcommittee meetings. 
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Rich Fork 

Proposed Master Plan  
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Rich Fork Master Plan Executive Highlights  

 

 Balancing land use with topography and ecosystem 

 Utilizing parking and land available by the YMCA on Hartley Drive and Northwoods Elementary 

School 

o Onsite parking for farmstead accessed from Parris Avenue 

 Retaining historic farmstead 

 Minimal development for public recreation usage  

 Includes multiuse main trail 

 Desires of various groups are being accommodated: 

o Bicycle trails limited to bottom third of property 

o Hiking trails on entire property 

o Optimizing education through preserving historic farmstead 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Page 90



 

Rich Fork Master Plan Executive Summary  
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Rich Fork Master Plan (See Attached) 
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Executive Summary 
In the fall of 2014, Guilford County Parks and Recreation Department selected design 
consultant, CLH design, p.a. to begin the planning process to develop a Master Plan for the 
Rich Fork Preserve located in northwest High Point, NC.  

The purpose of the Master Plan is to provide vision and strategy guidelines for the 
development of Rich Fork Preserve based on community input and to minimize disturbance 
to site’s significant historical and natural environment with the desired components and 
activities. The Master Plan includes existing conditions, site analysis, community input, 
concept development, recommended elements, and possible phasing priorities. 

Rich Fork Preserve is a 116-acre site located within the west quadrant of the city limits of High 
Point near the Guilford/Davidson County line. Rich Fork Preserve is comprised of seven 
different tracts that was acquired by Guilford County using taxpayer approved open space 
money from a 2004 bond referendum. The assembled tracts that make up Rich Fork Preserve 
are surrounded by residential neighborhoods and development. Tributaries of the Rick Fork 
Creek, headwaters that flow into the Yakin-Pee Dee  river basin, traverse the mostly wooded, 
late 19th, early 20th century farm site. Multiple existing utilities bisects the property. 

The first part of this master plan process includes site analysis, community research and data 
collection, attending public meetings with an established focus/stakeholder group and 
conducting a community survey.  

The key community concerns and recommendations identified from stakeholder meetings 
include: 

Health/Fitness 
Conservation 
Preserve Access 
Passive Recreation 
Stewardship 
 
The leading type of amenities the community survey respondents selected that they would 
be most likely to use were:  

Hiking Trails 
Mountain Bike Trails 
Multi-Use Trails 
 
The master plan process integrated the public feedback into its recommendations and 
worked to propose enhancements compatible with the site’s unique history and identity. 
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The Master Plan was developed with input from the community and Guilford County Parks 
and Recreation Department staff. The Master Plan will include a historic Farmstead, Main Trail, 
Walking Trails, an area for Hike/Bike Trails, a future Visitor’s Center/Restroom, Overlooks, Trail 
Bridges, Forest Restoration areas and opportunities to promote Conservation/Education. 

Introduction  
In the Fall of 2014, Guilford County Parks, Recreation and Cultural Resources Department 
(PRCR) and the selected design consultant, CLH design, p.a. (CLH), began the planning 
process on the development of a Master Plan for the Rich Fork Preserve located in northwest 
High Point, NC. Prior to beginning the master plan process, much time and work had already 
been achieved by others, including documenting the historic farmstead structures on site, 
biological inventory of the site through the Natural Heritage Program and mapping of the 
existing trail network. The Master Plan includes existing conditions, concept development, 
recommended elements and phasing priorities. This Master Plan is intended to be used for 
planning, budgetary probable costs and phased implementation of improvements. 

Project Overview  

The proposed Rich Fork Preserve is a 116-acre site located within the west quadrant of the city 
limits of High Point near the Guilford/Davidson County line. Rich Fork Preserve is comprised 
of seven tracts acquired from four property owners by Guilford County using taxpayer 
approved open space money from a 2004 bond referendum. The previous owners were the 
Hedgecock Estate, Douglas, Rogers and Sloan families with the Sloan property being clear cut 
prior to the purchase by the County. The assembled tracts that make up Rich Fork Preserve 
are surrounded by established residential neighborhoods, the YMCA, and Northwood 
Elementary School. Headwaters of the Rick Fork Creek that flows into the Yakin-Pee Dee river 
basin, traverse the mostly wooded, late 19th, early 20th century farm site.   

Means and Methods 

To begin the master plan process, CLH attended several meetings of the Hedgecock Farm at 
Rich Fork Preserve Committee, a focus group that has been involved with the preservation 
efforts of the Hedgecock Farmstead and the surrounding property that is Rich Fork Preserve. 
The Committee helped to identify potential stakeholders, explained the work that 
stakeholders have completed, along with issues important to them regarding the future of 
Rich Fork Preserve and the Historic Farmstead.  This included providing information about the 
$20,000 donation from Lib Conner for Rich Fork Preserve trail development to be named after 
her husband. The research information that the focus group shared along with the feedback 
that was provided helped shape the early Master Plan concepts for Rich Fork Preserve.   

Visits to the site occurred early in the process with the initial tour conducted by the 
Hedgecock Farm at Rich Fork Preserve Committee and Guilford County. A subsequent site 

Page 106



Rich Fork Preserve:  Master Plan Report 
 

Page | 6 
 

visit by CLH provided additional site analysis and opportunities for a more detailed 
observation and field data collection. 

Research, public participation, review of the study area context, field review, and site analysis 
and observation are some of the methodology that is used in developing the final Master Plan 
and report. Additionally, methods for community engagement were established early in the 
process to include social media outreach, stakeholder focus group meetings, a community 
survey, and a public meeting. 

Site Context and Analysis 

Natural Features 

The 116-acre Rich Fork Preserve tract is located within the west quadrant of the city limits of 
High Point near the Guilford/Davidson County line. The assembled tracts that make up Rich 
Fork Preserve are mostly wooded with the exception of the original Sloan properties that 
were clear cut prior to the purchase by the County. The Preserve is currently surrounded by 
established neighborhoods, the Hartley YMCA and Northwood Elementary School.  

Two tributaries of the Rick Fork Creek, headwaters that flow into the Yakin-Pee Dee river 
basin, traverse the site along the southern portion of the Preserve and from the north border 
through the property to the west side of the tract. The confluence of the tributaries is located 
downstream of the southwest corner of the Preserve property. The tributary that flows 
through the northern section is approximately 15 -20 feet wide with eroded and incised 
banks. The other tributary in the 
southern portion of the site is 
approximately 10-15 feet wide with 
much bedrock evident, especially the 
southeast section. Some of this 
stream’s banks are also eroded 
nearer the west side of the property. 
These tributaries contribute to the 
uniqueness of the property including 
the 70’ high bluff along the northern 
tributary and provide a very 
desirable amenity for visitors to the 
Preserve. A City of High Point sewer 
line parallels both tributaries through the property along with a clearly defined existing trail 
network. Both tributaries contains regulatory floodway with narrow floodplains along the 
streams per FEMA flood maps (Appendix B) 

The topography of the site is made up of gentle to some very steep slopes along the two 
tributaries. The flatter upland area between the two tributaries comprises some of the site’s 
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highest elevations and the location of most of the old farmstead. Elevation ranges 
approximately 70 feet to the highest point on the property resulting in some scenic and steep 
bluffs overlooking the north tributary. The bluffs in this area are nearly vertical and provide 
one of the more noteworthy points of interest of the Preserve. 

In addition to the two tributaries traversing the property, the site offers a wide variety of 
vegetation and ecological habitat. A Biological Site Survey conducted by Moni Bates in 2013 
as part of the NC Natural Heritage Program provides a more comprehensive description of the 
natural communities, site ecosystem and habitats of Preserve (Appendix H). 

Soils on site are Chewacla loam along the floodplains with the uplands comprise of Wilkes-
Poindexter-Wynott complex and Wynott-Wilkes-Poindexter complex soils. See Natural 
Resources Conservation Service Soil Map (Appendix C). 

Existing Utilities 

There are various existing utility easements that utilize the floodplains or traverse across the 
Rich Fork Preserve property. The City of High Point has sewer lines with 15' easements parallel 
to both of the property's two streams. A Piedmont Gas 50' easement bisects the approximate 
center of the site from east to west. A Piedmont Gas utilities substation is located on the east 
property line at the end of Homestead Avenue. An OHE line with a cleared easement also 
traverses the middle of the site.  

Historical 

Another unique feature of the Rich Fork 
Preserve is a mostly intact late 19th, early 
20th century farm site. This is the old 
Hedgecock Family farmstead containing 
an 1890’s farmhouse along with 
approximately 10 outbuildings, an old well 
and old field areas. Much work and effort 
has been put forth by the Rich Fork 
Hedgecock Farm at Rich Fork Preserve 
Committee in regards to the research and 
preservation of the historic farmstead. 
Some of their achievements have resulted 
in grants and funding being procured for an assessment of the historic farmstead, crafting a 
stabilization plan and to explore historic register nomination with the North Carolina 
Department of Cultural Resources. The historic farmstead has the potential to be the center 
piece of the Preserve. See mapped farmstead layout (Appendix D). 
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In addition to the historic farmstead, remnants of a working rock quarry exists within the Rich 
Fork property. An undated photo provided by Hedgecock Farm at Rich Fork Preserve 
Committee shows the quarry being worked. 

 

Photo of an early 20th Century rock quarry that is now the Rich Fork Preserve                                                                                
property (Hedgecock Farm at Rich Fork Preserve Committee) 

 

Community Framework 
The Hartley YMCA is located north and adjacent to Rich Fork 
Preserve property and has express interest in partnering 
with the County to develop a trail connection along the 
existing sewer easement from the YMCA property to Rich 
Fork Preserve. Located adjacent to the south property line of 
Rich Fork Preserve is Northwood Elementary School which 
could also be connected using the existing sewer easement 
and a possible access point into the Preserve. 

The Rich Fork Preserve property has established residential 
neighborhoods adjacent on all sides. Most of them are single 
family residences though apartment complexes are also 
present within walkable access to the Preserve. Some of 
these neighborhoods are Avalon, Heathgate, Cherokee Hills, 
Greenwood Hills, Westchester Key, Franklin Ridge, Hartley 
Square and Westover Gardens. 

 

 

Rich Fork Preserve Adjacent Neighbors
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Community Outreach, Engagement, and Participation  
Community participation is an important component of the master plan process allowing 
multiple opportunities to engage the community and solicit input throughout the process. 
This participation helps foster a sense of ownership for the community and encourages future 
stewardship for the preserve. The following summarizes the community outreach that has 
been used to engage the public during the planning process. Social media was used during 
the planning process to encourage community participation, provide information and to 
promote the Rich Fork Preserve.  

Stakeholder Focus Group  

During the October 27, 2104 meeting of the Rich Fork 
Hedgecock Farm at Rich Fork Preserve Committee, those in 
attendance were engaged in small groups activities to seek 
ideas, priorities and concepts for the Rich Fork Preserve 
property. The focus headings and priorities for the Preserve 
that resulted from these activities were: 

 Historic Preservation/Education 
 Environmental Conservation/Education 
 Low Impact/Passive Recreation 
 Stewardship 

Community Input Survey 

An online community survey was developed to further understand the community’s needs 
and interests in the planning process for the Rich Fork Preserve. The fifteen question 
community survey was available online from February 23, 2015 through March 14, 2015 
through Survey Monkey. There was a press release issued and an article in The High Point 
Enterprise to promote the survey. Hard copies of the survey were also made available at the 
High Point Library, High Point Museum, Northwood Elementary School, and the Hartley 
YMCA. 

There were over 300 responses for the Rich Fork Preserve survey with the majority of the 
survey participants choosing to answer online.  Twenty hard copy survey responses were 
collected and compiled into the online data base. Some of data collected show that 80% of 
the participants were Guilford County residents, 70% of those that took the survey had lived 
at their current resident for seven or more years, and 63% were over the age of 40 years old.   

Some of the key findings from the survey questions were the following: 

 “What type of amenities would you and your household be likely to use?” 

 Mountain Bike Trails – 77% 

Small Group Activity Idea Board 
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 Hiking Trails – 66% 
 Greenway/Multi-use Trails – 62% 
 Restrooms – 38% 
 Walking Trails – 21% 

“What are the key issues that should be addressed in the planning for Rich Fork Preserve?” 

 Health/Fitness – 64% 
 Conservation – 40% 
 Preserve Access – 32% 
 Passive Recreation – 258% 
 Stewardship – 22% 

See the community survey questions and the overall survey results (Appendix F). 

Preliminary Concept Plan 

At the March 16, 2015 Committee meeting, an overview of the preliminary conceptual Master 
Plan for the Rich Fork Preserve was presented to the Committee members. This early Master 
Plan was the result of the feedback provided by the stakeholders and the data generated by 
the public survey.  

The existing natural features, trail network, utility easements, constraints, and conditions on 
the site were good elements to build on and were utilized where possible to limit impacts to 
the site. Elements of the Master Plan were the multi-use trail extending from the YMCA 
through the Preserve to Northwood Elementary, the historic farmstead, the main entrance off 
Parris Avenue where parking, restrooms and future visitors’ center would be located, and 
hiking trails including the Connor Trail. Images to help convey what some of the elements 
may look like were showed on the plan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Conceptual Master Plan 
Preliminary Draft 
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The plan called for leaving the pre-existing bike trails and keeping this area separated from 
the remainder of the preserve. There would be would be a separate trailhead parking and 
entrance at the end of Homestead Avenue, adjacent to the Piedmont Gas substation.  

The next step was to share this conceptual draft of the Master Plan with the community and 
get additional feedback to be used for the final plan. 

Public Input Meetings  

A Public Meeting was held at the High Point Public 
Library on Main Street on June 25, 2015 to present 
the Conceptual Master Plan to the community. Fifty-
one attendees signed in. There were seventeen 
speakers during the time frame allotted with 
fourteen participants turning in written comments 
on the provided meeting comment sheets.  

Many of the comments and concerns from this 
meeting were regarding whether single track bike 
trails should be showed on the Master Plan and the 
interpretation of the passive recreation, and 
appropriate community uses for preserves and open space.  

A Guilford County Board of Commissioners Meeting on December 3, 2015 was another 
opportunity for the public to give feedback on the Rich Fork Preserve Master Plan. The floor 
was open to the Public for discussion with all speakers given three minutes each for 
comments. The meeting did not conclude till all had a chance to speak. Public opinion was 
equally divided between being for or against single track biking in the Preserve. 

The last public meeting was held on January 13, 2016 at the High Point Public Library to 
present details on the latest iteration of the proposed Master Plan. The proposed Master Plan 
along with background information and applicable details relevant to the Master Plan were 
presented by the Guilford County Parks staff. Attendees were asked to enter comments on 
provided index cards. (See Appendix G or the link below for the public comments).  

http://www.myguilford.com/parks/information‐resources/ 

Rich Fork Preserve Master Plan 
The master plan process incorporated the public feedback into its recommendations and 
strive to propose enhancements and elements that were compatible with the site’s unique 
history and identity. Protecting urban natural areas not only contributes to the conservation 
of biological diversity, but also provides valuable opportunities for human enjoyment.  

Photo credit: Jordan Green, Triad City Beat
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The final Master Plan was developed with input from the community and Guilford County 
Parks and Recreation Department staff. The Master Plan included a historic Farmstead, Main 
Multi-Use Trail, the Conner Trail, Walking Trails, an area for Hike/Bike Trails, a Visitor’s 
Center/Restroom, Overlooks, Trail Bridges, Forest Restoration areas and provide opportunities 
to promote and encourage Conservation and Education. (See Appendix B for Final Master 
Plan). 

Main Components of the Master Plan 

Historic Farmstead 
Multi-Use Main Trail 
Conner Trail 
Walking Trails 
Single Track Bike Trail Area 
Visitor’s Center/Restroom 

Scenic Overlook 
Bridges 
Conservation/Education  
Connection – YMCA and Northwood 

Elementary 

 
Historic Farmstead: This is a great example of a former early 20th century working farm. Much 
of the existing structures remains intact and would be a center piece of the Preserve 
providing opportunities to the community for education, stewardship and historic 
preservation.  

Main Trail and Walking Trails: The main trail would serve to not only provide access to the 
surrounding community, but also provide the “so called spine” for the Preserve. The main 
multi-purpose trail would extend beyond the boundaries of Rich Fork Preserve to the YMCA 
and to the Northwood Elementary School. Partnerships with both the YMCA and the school 
could be cultivated, along with providing opportunities for education, discovery and play for 
these organizations within the Preserve. 

Secondary walking trails are proposed where many of the existing old farm roads, existing 
easements and/or existing trails are located providing access throughout the Preserve. These 
would be mulched or natural surfaced trails. These would include the Conner Trail along the 
southern tributary. 

Visitor’s Center: A visitor’s center and main parking would be located just off the main 
entrance at West Parris Avenue. The visitor center, as a starting point when you enter the site, 
would be a kiosk along with providing restrooms for the Preserve. An accessible path from 
the Visitor’s Center parking should be provided to the Farmstead area. 

A scenic overlook along the bluffs would highlight some of the more noteworthy elevation 
changes and views of the preserve. 

There would be a designated area for biking trails in the southern portion of the site, utilizing 
area that had previously been used by the biking community. Partnership with the local Fat 
Tire clubs is encourage for trail layout and care taking of the bike trail network. 
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The Master Plan was developed with input from stakeholders, the community, and Guilford 
County Parks and Recreation Department staff and strived to propose enhancement 
compatible with the site’s unique history and identity that would be a community asset to be 
used by all. 

 

Appendix  
A Rich Fork General Master Plan 

B FEMA Flood Map 

C Soils Map  

D  Hedgecock Farm Historic Structures Map 

E Rich Fork Existing Trails   

F Community Input Survey and Results 

G Public Input Meeting Comments 1-13-2016 

H NC Natural Heritage Program - Biological Site Survey 
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Appendix A Rich Fork Master Plan 
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Appendix B FEMA Flood Map 
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Appendix C Soils 
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 Appendix D Existing Farmstead Structures 
 

Farmstead Structures GPS Location – Provided by Guilford County 
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Appendix E Existing Trail Network 
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Appendix F  Community Survey Questions  

 

 

Neighborhood (City/Town)  

North Beech       Greensboro 

Avalon        Highpoint 

Jamestown 

Emerywood       High Point 

Adams Wood      Greensboro 

Meadows at Jamestown   Jamestown 

Townsend Forest    Browns Summit 

Forest Oaks      Greensboro 

Quail Run Farm     High Point 

Lindley Park      Greensboro 

Garden Homes      Greensboro 

Oakview      High Point 

Kirkwood        Greensboro 

Guilford Greene    Greensboro 

Westerwood       Greensboro 

The Bluffs at Willow Creek  High Point 

Kirkwood       Greensboro 

Battle Forest      Greensboro 
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Sunset Hills      Greensboro 

Starmount Forest    Greensboro 

College Hills      Greensboro 

Hamilton Lakes      Greensboro 

British Woods      Greensboro 

Ridgewood      Greensboro 

Saddle Creek      Greensboro 

Lawndale Homes    Greensboro 

Three Meadows    Greensboro 

Peaceful Meadows    High Point 

Angels Glen       Stokedale 

Blairwood Estates    High Point 

Trinity Lake      High Point 

Waterford      High Point 

Adela Cove      Jamestown 

Hickory Trace      Greensboro 

Oak Hollow      High Point 

Whitestone       Greensboro 

Wendover Hills      High Point 

Sterling Ridge      Greensboro 

Adlerbrook      High Point 

Hillscrest Manor    High Point 

Green Valley      Greensboro 

Laurel Oak Ranch    High Point 

Oak Ridge      Stokesville 

Sunset Hills      High Point 

Milbourne Heights     High Point 

Tecumseh       High Point 

Northern Shores    High Point 

Hickswood Forest    High Point  

Sedgefield Lakes     Greensboro 

Sherwood Park      High Point 

Irving Park      Greensboro 

Shorewood       High Point 

Summerfield Farms    Summerfield 

Merry Hills      High Point 

Old Irving Park      Greensboro 

Cottlesmore      High Point 

River Oaks       Oak Ridge 

Tuxedo Park      High Point 

Olde Eden       High Point 

Meadowridge      High Point 

North Shore      High Point 

Natchez Trace      Greensboro 

Dorsett Downs      Stokesville 

Huttons Lake      High Point 

Hampton Park      High Point 

Lilliefield      High Point 

Shadybrook      High Point 

Thicket        Greensboro 
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Appendix H NC Natural Heritage Program Biological Site 
Survey 

                  

DRAFT – Fall 2013  
  

SITE NAME:     Rich Fork Preserve  

DATES VISITED:   8/28/2013  

INVESTIGATORS:   Moni Bates 

REPORT AUTHOR:  Moni Bates  

OWNER:        Guilford County Property and Parks  

OWNER CONTACT:  Mr. Alex Ashton  

COUNTY:        Guilford         QUAD:  High Point West  

  

SIZE:         116 acres  

HOW DETERMINED:  Size provided by Alex Ashton with Guilford County Property and Parks 

Management  

LOCATION:    Rich Fork Preserve is location in northwest High Point, North Carolina and near the 

Davidson/Guilford County border.  From the intersection of North Main Street and U.S. Highway 68 

(Eastchester Drive) in High Point, turn north onto North Main Street. In two blocks, take a left on West 

Parris Avenue.  Continue to the dead end and there is a cable across the gravel drive‐way onto the 

property.       

PROVINCE:   Piedmont  WATERSHED:  Rich Fork to Abbotts Creek in the Yadkin/Pee Dee River Watershed  

GENERAL DESCRIPTION:    Rich Fork Preserve is an irregular, rectangular shaped parcel.  A perennial 

stream forms the southeast property line and another perennial stream flows from the north border 

through the northwestern section of the site to the west‐center property line.  Gentle to steep slopes 

border these first‐order tributaries and the floodplain is narrow, except for an area in the north central 

section of the Preserve.  The upper slopes to both of the streams reach their highest elevation and 

merge into flat upland terrain.    

An old house and outbuildings are located on the flat terrain with a gravel drive‐way that begins at the 

end of West Parris Avenue at the eastern property boundary.  Historically, Rich Fork Preserve was used 

for agricultural purposes and the forests are regenerating from these past disturbances.  Sewer lines 

parallel the streams and weave on and off the property.  Historic dirt, farm roads bisect the property.    

The confluence of the two perennial streams is located just downstream of the southern property line.  

In approximately another mile, the merged stream flows into Rick Fork.     
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SIGNIFICANCE OF SITE:  County significance for protection of open space in High Point and watershed 

protection. As the hardwood forest matures, it may develop into basic natural communities.  

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

ASPECT:      all aspects  

SLOPE:      gentle to steep slopes along streams; upland flat  

ELEVATION:     800 to 870 feet   

TOPOGRAPHY:     Rich Fork Preserve encompasses the slopes and uplands between two perennial 

streams.   The floodplain ranges from narrow to a bottomland field along the northern stream.    

HYDROLOGY AND MOISTURE:   The perennial streams are the only water sources on the property.  The 

slopes range from mesic to dry.   

GEOLOGY:      All of Rich Fork Preserve is mapped as felsic intrusive rock (Carpenter, 1982).  

     

SOIL (FROM USSCS SOIL MAP):  The uplands of Rich Fork Preserve include Wilkes‐Pointdexter‐Wynott 

complex with 15 – 45% slope and Wynott‐Wilkes‐Pointdexter complex with 2 – 10% slope.  Along the 

stream the soil is Chewacla loam with 0 – 2% slope that is frequently flooded.  Refer to the attached 

USSCS Soil Map.    

NATURAL COMMUNITY DESCRIPTION  

The most intact natural community with large mature trees occurs on steep slopes along the stream that 

flows through the northwest section of Rich Fork Preserve.  This slope is nearly vertical and is located at 

GPS Coordinate 35.98524° N and 80.04053° S (25 feet accuracy).  The mature hardwood trees are 80 cm 

dbh and larger; one Quercus rubra var. rubra (Red oak) was measured at 97.5 cm.  The natural 

community is a Mesic Mixed Hardwood Forest with a canopy that is dominated with Quercus rubra var. 
rubra (Red oak), Fagus grandifolia var. caroliniana (American beech), Liriodendron tulipifera var. 
tulipifera (Tulip‐tree), and Quercus alba (White oak).  The subcanopy is dominated with Oxydendrum 
arboreum (Sourwood), Carpinus caroliniana (Ironwood), and Cornus florida (Flowering dogwood).  The 
shrub layer is dominated with Lindera benzoin (Northern spicebush), Viburnum acerifolium (Maple‐leaf 

viburnum), and Hamamelis virginiana var. virginiana (Northern witch‐hazel).  The herb layer is diverse 
in the less steep sections and includes common species that thrive in moist soil such as Iris cristata 
(Dwarf‐crested iris), Adiantum pedatum (Northern maidenhair), Arisaema triphyllum (Jack‐in‐the‐pulpit), 

and Sanguinaria canadensis (Bloodroot).  The steepest section of the slope is nearly vertical and the 
dominant herb is Eurybia divaricata (Common white heart‐leaved aster) and Kalmia latifolia (Mountain 

laurel) occurs in patches on the steep sections.  

The City of High Point sewer line is located on the opposite side of the stream in the region of the steep 

slope.  Once the steep terrain lessens, then the ROW crosses the stream and returns to west side of the 

stream.  The ROW is dominated with Microstegium vimineum (Japanese stilt‐grass).    

Upstream of the steep slope is the largest area of flat bottomland habitat.  A farm road leads from the 

slopes to the bottomland and there is a historic stream crossing at GPS Coordinate 35.98682° N and 

80.03934° S (26 feet accuracy) and shown in Photograph One in the Appendix.  The canopy is open in 
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this area and the stream bank and a small strip in the center of the opening supports wetland trees and 

shrubs such as Salix nigra (Black willow), Alnus serrulata (Tag alder), Cornus amomum (Silky dogwood), 

Platanus occidentalis (Sycamore), and Fraxinus pennsylvanica (Green ash).  The herb layer is diverse and 
supports both native and non‐native species.  Some of the native species include Vernonia 
noveboracensis (An Ironweed), Rudbeckia laciniata (Common cutleaf coneflower), Asclepias incarnata 
var. pulchra (Eastern swamp milkweed), Asclepias tuberosa var. tuberosa (Common butterflyweed), and 

Eupatorium perfoliatum (Boneset).  Native grasses were noted in the bottomland, such as Sorghastrum 
nutans (Yellow Indiangrass), Tripsacum dactyloides var. dactyloides (Gamma grass), Coleataenia anceps 
ssp. anceps (Beaked panic grass) and Dichanthelium  spp. (Species of Witch grass).  Prescribe burning 

would enhance these species.  However, non‐native grasses are also present such as Microstegium 
vimineum (Japanese stilt‐grass) and Anthoxanthum odoratum (Sweet vernal grass).    

The slopes east of the historic house and a canopy opening to the west of the gravel road just north of 

the house supports elements indicative of basic to circumneutral soils.  Currently, this area is 

regenerating from past agricultural practices.  The Pinus echinata (Shortleaf pine) and Pinus virginiana 
(Virginia pine) are mature with both live trees in the canopy and fallen dead trees that provide habitat 

for animals on the forest floor.  The hardwoods are immature, but, with time, this area may develop into 

a Basic Dry‐Mesic Oak‐Hickory Forest.    

Numerous species were noted that are common to basic natural communities.  The canopy on the 

slopes east of the house that terminate at a stream on the southeast property line is dominated with 

Carya carolinae-septentrionalis (Carolina shagbark hickory).  This species occurs on upland flats, 
especially those weathered from mafic rocks and with shrink‐swell soils dominated by montmorillonitic 

clays (Weakley, 2012).  To the south of the house and in a canopy opening west of the gravel road (GPS 

Coordinate 35.98489° N and 80.03793° S (18 feet accuracy) and near a few wooden poles on the ground 

is a short shrub, Rhus aromatica var. aromatica (Fragrant sumac) (Photograph Two in the Appendix).  

Fragrant sumac grows on rocky, rather dry woodlands, usually over mafic rocks (such as gabbro or 

diabase) or calcareous rocks, less commonly on sandy soils (Weakley, 2012).  The leaves of this shrub 

look like Toxicodendron radicans var. radicans (Eastern poison ivy), however, the terminal leaflet of 

Fragrant sumac lacks a petiole.  Other species that occur in this vicinity of the site that are indicative of 

basic soils include:  

Acer floridanum (Southern sugar maple or Florida maple) which grows in bottomland forests, 

mesic slopes, especially over mafic or calcareous rocks, but not limited to such situations 

(Weakley, 2012).    

Fraxinus americana (White or American ash) which grows on mesic slopes, rich cove forests, 

dry calcareous or mafic glades and woodlands (Weakley, 2012).  

Celtis occidentalis (Northern hackberry) which grows on xeric to mesic glades, outcrops, 

barrens, woodlands, and bottomland forests, usually over calcareous substrate (Weakley, 2012).  

Other herbs that were noted in the canopy opening near Rhus aromatica var. aromatica (Fragrant 
sumac) include Centrosema virginianum (Spurred butterfly pea), Lespedeza virginica (Virginia 
lespedeza), Euphorbia corollata (Eastern flowering spurge), and an aster that may be a common, 

Symphyotrichum patens var. patens (Common clasping aster), or rare species, Symphyotrichum 
georgianum (Georgia aster).  Georgia aster is a federal species of concern.  Flowers are required to 
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distinguish between the two species.  Only a few stems were noted and one stem was tagged with 

orange and white survey flagging and is located about five feet from the wooden poles and into the 

opening.  The few stems noted may not flower this season.  Another specimen noted in this area was a 

milkweed which may be Asclepias amplexicaule (Clasping milkweed), but flowers or fruit are necessary 

for identification to species.  Opening this area and conducting prescribed burning would encourage the 

spread of these native species.    

The slopes east of the house terminate at the southeastern stream.  A sewer line ROW parallels the 

stream and there are numerous invasive species both on the slopes and along the ROW which is 

dominated with Lespedeza cuneata (Sericea lespedeza) and Microstegium vimineum (Japanese stilt‐

grass).  Viburnum lantana (Wayfaring tree), a horticultural shrub, occurs on the adjacent slopes.  The 

sewer line ROW covers the narrow floodplain of the firstorder stream.  A narrow strip of mesic species 

grow between the ROW and the stream bank, including species such as Platanus occidentalis 
(Sycamore), Asimina triloba (Common Pawpaw), Carpinus caroliniana (Ironwood), and Lindera benzoin 
(Northern spicebush).  Photograph Three in the Appendix shows a rock outcropping in the stream bed at 

GPS Coordinate 35.98332° N and 80.03790° S (26 feet accuracy).  

Across Rich Fork Preserve, the herb and shrub layer are depauperate due to past agricultural practices 

and current deer herbivory.   Four deer were noted during the survey.    

Spring 2013 Add more species from slopes, especially steep slope and bottomland habitat in NW section. Check  

Basic Forest Area    

  

OTHER NATURAL COMMUNITIES PRESENT:  no other natural communities are present  

ANIMAL HABITAT FACTORS  

HABITAT HETEROGENEITY:  Most of the animal habitat includes the slopes adjacent to the streams.  The 

streams are perennial and provide habitat for aquatic species.  There are numerous abandoned 

agricultural outbuildings that may provide nesting habitat for birds of prey.  Poles, logs, stacks of wood, 

and tin were noted on the ground which may provide cover for animals.  

AMPHIBIAN BREEDING SITES:  Few sites noted for amphibian breeding.  No floodplain or upland pools 

were noted.  

DENNING SITES: slopes provide denning sites and numerous woodchuck and/or fox holes were noted 

BIG TREES/LARGE CAVITIES:  There are a few scattered large trees in the uplands; however, the largest 

canopy trees are located on a steep slope adjacent to the northwest stream  

SNAGS AND LOGS:  Numerous standing snags were noted, especially pine.  Fairly large amount of logs 

occur in the understory of the regenerating forests.    

MAST PRODUCING SPECIES: oaks and hickories   

NECTAR SOURCES:  the ROW of the sewer line and bottomland habitat supports the highest diversity of 

nectarproducing plant species.  

PRESENCE OF WATER:  two perennial streams   
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AQUATIC HABITAT FACTORS  

HYDROLOGY (ORDER, FLOW RATE, PERSISTENCE):  Both streams are first‐order and perennial.    

DEPTH/WIDTH:  See paragraphs below for description of both streams.  

SUBSTRATE:         

WATER QUALITY/CLARITY:    

BANK CONDITION:   

VEGETATION:    

WOODY DEBRIS  

The stream along the southeast property boundary is about 10 – 15 feet wide and the water is 

approximately 6 – 12 inches deep and clear on the survey date.  The stream bed is composed of sand, 

mud, and cobbles.  There is excellent sinuosity of the channel; however, the stream banks are incised.  A 

City of High Point sewer line is parallel to this stream.  Refer to the Photograph Four in the Appendix.  

Woody debris was noted in the channel.    

The second stream in the northwest section of the site is approximately 15 – 20 feet wide and 6 inches 

deep.  The water was clear on the survey date.  A City of High Point sewer line follows this stream also.  

The stream banks are eroded and sediment is deposited in large sand bars within the channel.  Due to 

the incised stream banks, large amounts of woody debris from fallen trees occur in the channel.    

SPECIAL STATUS SPECIES PRESENT:  none noted  

POTENTIAL FOR OTHER SPECIAL STATUS SPECIES:  Symphyotrichum georgianum (Georgia aster) – need 

to confirm if this species or Symphyotrichum patens var. patens (Common clasping aster)  

OTHER NOTEWORTHY SPECIES OR FEATURES PRESENT:  none noted  

SITE ECOSYSTEM INTEGRITY:  Past agricultural practices have decreased the ecosystem integrity of Rich 

Fork Preserve.  However, as the forest matures, the natural communities will regenerate.  The edge 

effect from sewer line ROW’s and residential developments enable the establishment of invasive 

species, as have the past agricultural practices.  With time, invasive species management, and, possibly, 

prescribe burning, Rich Fork Preserve has potential to be restored into a high quality natural area.  

AVERAGE DBH OF CANOPY TREES:  The average canopy trees are small‐stemmed early successional 

trees. MAXIMUM DBH OF CANOPY TREES:  A few canopy trees are large, but varies across the site.    

Quercus rubra var. rubra (Red oak) – 82.5 cm dbh  

Pinus virginiana (Virginia pine) – 43 cm dbh  

Juniperus virginiana var. virginiana (Eastern red cedar) – 68.5 cm 

dbh Fagus grandifolia var. caroliniana (American beech) 58.5 cm 

dbh  

DISTURBANCE‐SENSITIVE SPECIES:  Adiantum pedatum (Northern maidenhair)  
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FIRE REGIME:  There is no evidence of fire in the landscape.  

OTHER DISTURBANCES OR IMPACTS  

LOGGING:  Cut stumps were noted scattered along the slopes.  

FARMING:  All the uplands, slopes, and bottomland have either been grazed, farmed, or timbered in the 

fairly recent past.  The nearly vertical slopes on the northwest stream support the most mature 

hardwoods.    

DITCHES:   No ditching was noted on the site.  

ROADS:        There is a gravel drive‐way for access to the historic home site.  This same road runs to the 

northern property boundary.  Other dirt farm roads are located on the site.    

ALTERED FLOOD REGIME:  Rich Fork Preserve is located in an urban landscape and the impervious 

surfaces of roads and parking lots have altered the flood regime.   

EXOTIC/WEEDY SPECIES:  Refer to the species denoted with an asterisk on the Plant Species Observed 

list for both exotic/weedy species and horticultural species.  Lonicera maackii (Amur honeysuckle) is a 

shrub that is native to Eastern Asia (Korea, China, and Japan).  It is one of the worst “shrub‐weeds” and 

aggressively invades natural areas (Weakley, 2012).  Another invasive shrub that has invaded much of 

the site is Viburnum lantanoides (Hobblebush) which is native of Eurasia.  This shrub is widely planted 
further north of North Carolina where it sometimes escapes and persists (Weakley, 2012).  

UNDERSTORY CLEARING:  The shrub and herb layer is over grazed from white‐tailed deer.  

DIRECT HUMAN INTRUSION:  A sewer line ROW bisects the property and parallels both streams.  A 

Piedmont Natural Gas ROW is located parallel to the southern property line.    

There are two old tires and two large metal culvert pipes along the edge of the bottomland habitat at 

the end of a dirt farm road and on the lower slopes (Photograph Five in Appendix).  These items were 

noted at GPS Coordinates 35.98623° N and 80.03896° S (19 feet accuracy).  Few pieces of trash were 

noted on the slopes, such as plastic five gallon buckets and pipes.  No extensive piles of trash were 

noted.    

There is an old home and farm structures on the flat, upland between the two streams (GPS 35.98464° N 

and 80.03854° S (22 feet accuracy)).  The house is shown in Photograph Six.  The outbuildings are 

located to the south and west/northwest of the house.  A few farm structures are located in the vicinity 

of GPS Coordinates 35.98529° N and 80.03844° S (27 feet accuracy) and shown in Photographs Seven 

and Eight.  In this vicinity, there is trash in a gulley, a rock and brick pile, a rusted 55‐gallon drum, and 

barbed wire fencing.  Closer to the house is hog‐wire fencing.  

Household trash is also located in a gulley near this home site and adjacent to the gravel driveway and 

on the eastern slope behind the house.  Old bee hives are in the woods just east of the gravel driveway 

and just after the first area of a historic house site with no structures remaining.  The poles of an old 

clothes line, power pole, and wood pile remain in this opening.    

There are numerous horticultural plantings around the historic home sites and scattered across the site.  

Some of the species noted include:  
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           Albizia julibrissin (Mimosa or Silktree)  

           Berberis bealei (Leatherleaf Mahonia or Holly‐grape)  

            Carya illinoinensis (Pecan)  

            Celastrus orbiculatus (Oriental bittersweet)  

        Hedera helix var. helix (English ivy)  

Ilex crenata (Japanese holly)  

Lonicera maackii (Amur honeysuckle)  

            Malus sp. (A Crabapple)  

            Nandina domestica (Nandina or Heavenly bamboo)  

        Rhododendron sp. (Horticultural azalea)  

Viburnum lantana (Wayfaring tree)  

  

LANDSCAPE FACTORS  

BOUNDARY INTEGRITY/SHAPE:  The shape of Rich Fork Preserve is an irregular rectangle.  

ADJACENT LAND USE/OFFSITE STRESSES:  One parcel to the east was recently clear cut.  A high density 

residential development is located to the west.  Hardwood forests are located to the north and south.  

Hartley Avenue has recently been extended through the forest to the north and apparently will open to 

traffic soon.  

RELATION/CONNECTION TO OTHER SITES:  Northwood Elementary School is located to the south of Rich 

Fork Preserve.    

DEGREE OF THREAT/POTENTIAL FOR CHANGE:  none  

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION:  The survey included only property acquired by the Guilford County Open 

Space Committee.  

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR PROTECTION:  Protection is guaranteed through the acquisition by the 

Guilford County Open Space Committee.    

MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS:    

The sewer line ROW is dominated with Microstegium vimineum (Japanese stilt‐grass) which sets seed in 

the late summer.  Bush hogging the right‐of‐way in mid to late summer would prevent seed set and help 

prevent spread of this invasive species.    

The trash noted on the site is included under “Direct Human Intrusion.”    

There is extensive herbivory of the herb and shrub layer by white‐tailed deer.  Rich Fork Preserve is a 

pocket of natural area surrounded by residences and roads and provides a refugia for the urban deer.    
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NEED FOR FURTHER STUDY:   A 2014 spring botanical survey will be conducted.  

PLANT SPECIES OBSERVED  

THOROUGHNESS OF LIST:  List includes a late summer and spring botanical survey  

CANOPY  

Acer floridanum (Southern sugar maple or Florida maple)  

Acer rubrum (Red maple)  

Carya carolinae-septentrionalis (Carolina shagbark 
hickory) Carya glabra (Pignut hickory)  

Carya illinoinensis (Pecan)*  

Carya ovalis (Red hickory)  

Carya ovata (Shagbark hickory)  

Carya pallida (Sand hickory)  

Carya tomentosa (Mockernut)  

Fagus grandifolia (Beech)  

Fraxinus americana (White or American ash)  

Fraxinus pennsylvanica (Green ash)  

Juglans nigra (Black walnut)  

Juniperus virginiana (Red cedar)  

Liquidambar styraciflua (Sweet gum)  

Liriodendron tulipifera (Tulip tree)  

Magnolia grandiflora (Southern magnolia)* horticultural specimen  

Nyssa sylvatica (Black gum)  

Pinus echinata (Short‐leaf pine)  

Pinus virginiana (Virginia pine)  

Platanus occidentalis (Sycamore)   

Quercus alba (White oak)  

Quercus falcata (Southern red oak)  

Quercus nigra (Water oak)  

Quercus phellos (Willow oak)  
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Quercus rubra (Red oak)  

Quercus stellata (Post oak)  

Quercus velutina (Black oak)  

  

UNDERSTORY  

Acer floridanum (Southern sugar maple or Florida maple)  

Acer rubrum (Red maple)  

Ailanthus altissima (Tree‐of‐heaven)*  

Albizia julibrissin (Mimosa)*  

Asimina triloba (Pawpaw)  

Carpinus caroliniana (Ironwood)  

Celtis occidentalis (Northern hackberry)  

Cercis canadensis (Redbud)  

Cornus florida (Flowering dogwood)  

Crataegus sp. (A Hawthorn)  

Diospyros virginiana 
(Persimmon) Ilex opaca 
(American holly)  

Juniperus virginiana (Red 
cedar) Magnolia grandiflora 
(Southern magnolia)*  

Magnolia tripetala (Umbrella magnolia)  

Malus sp. (A Crabapple)* horticultural 
specimen Morus rubra (Mulberry)  

Oxydendrum arboreum (Sourwood)  

Prunus serotina (Black cherry)  

Pyrus calleryana (Bradford pear)*  

Salix nigra (Black willow)  

Sassafras albidum (Sassafras)  

Ulmus alata (Winged elm)  

Ulmus rubra (Slippery elm or Red elm)  
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SHRUB LAYER  

Alnus serrulata (Tag alder)  

Berberis bealei (Leatherleaf Mahonia or Holly‐grape)* horticultural specimen  

Chionanthus virginicus (Fringe‐tree)  

Cornus amomum (Silky dogwood)  

Corylus americana (Hazel‐nut)  

Elaeagnus pungens (Autumn silverberry)*  

Elaeagnus umbellata var. parvifolia (Spring silverberry)*  

Euonymus americanus (Strawberry bush)  

Euonymus japonicus (Japanese spindle‐tree)* horticultural specimen  

Hamamelis virginiana var. virginiana (Northern witch‐hazel)  

Hypericum stragulum (A St. John's‐wort)  

Ilex crenata (Japanese holly)* horticultural specimen  

Kalmia latifolia (Mountain laurel)  

Ligustrum sinense (Privet)*  

Lindera benzoin (Spicebush)  

Lonicera maackii (Amur honeysuckle)*  

Nandina domestica (Nandina)* horticultural specimen  

Rhododendron sp. (A Garden azalea)* horticultural specimen  

Rhus aromatica var. aromatica (Fragrant sumac)  

Rosa multiflora (Multiflora rose)*  

Rubus argutus (Common blackberry)  

Vaccinium pallidum (Dryland blueberry)   

Vaccinium stamineum var. stamineum (Common deerberry)  

Viburnum acerifolium (Maple‐leaf viburnum)  

Viburnum lantana (Wayfaring tree)* horticultural specimen  

Viburnum prunifolium (Black haw)  
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VINES  

Amphicarpaea bracteata var. bracteata (Hog‐peanut)  

Campsis radicans (Trumpet vine)  

Celastrus orbiculatus (Oriental bittersweet)*  

Centrosema virginianum (Spurred butterfly pea)  

Hedera helix var. helix (English ivy)*  

Ipomoea sp. (A Morning‐glory)  

Lespedeza repens (Smooth trailing lespedeza)  

Lonicera japonica (Japanese honeysuckle)*  

Muscadina rotundifolia var. rotundifolia (Muscadine)  

Parthenocissus quinquefolia (Virginia creeper)  

Rubus flagellaris (Common dewberry)  

Smilax bon-nox (A Greenbrier)  

Smilax rotundifolia (A Greenbrier)  

Toxicodendron radicans (Poison‐ivy)  

Trifolium repens (White clover)*  

Vitis cinerea var. baileyana (Possum grape)  

  

HERB LAYER  

Adiantum pedatum (Northern maidenhair)  

Agrimonia pubescens (Downy agrimony)  

Antennaria plantaginifolia (Plantain pussytoes)  

Apocynum cannabinum (Hemp Dogbane or Indian‐hemp) 

Arisaema triphyllum (Jack‐in‐the‐pulpit)  

Artemisia vulgaris (Mugwort)*  

Arthraxon hispidus var. hispidus (Basket grass)*  

Asclepias amplexicaule (Clasping milkweed) Needs confirmation with flowers/fruit  

Asclepias incarnata var. pulchra (Eastern swamp milkweed)  

Asclepias tuberosa var. tuberosa (Common butterfly‐weed)  
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Asplenium platyneuron (Ebony spleenwort)  

Bidens sp. (A Tickseed‐sunflower)  

Boehmeria cylindrica (False‐nettle)  

Botrypus virginianus (Rattlesnake fern)  

Brachyelytrum erectum (Common 

shorthusk) Carduus sp. (A Thistle)*  

Carex crinita (A Sedge)  

Chimaphila maculata (Striped wintergreen)  

Cryptotaenia canadensis (Honewort)  

Chrysopsis mariana (Maryland Golden‐aster)  

Coleataenia anceps ssp. anceps (Beaked panic grass)  

Commelina communis (Common dayflower)*  

Conyza canadensis (Common horseweed)  

Cyperus echinatus (An Umbrella sedge)  

Cyperus strigosus (False nutsedge)  

Daucus carota (Queen‐Ann's‐lace)*  

Dichanthelium clandestinum (Deer‐tongue witch grass)  

Dichanthelium laxiflorum (Open‐flower witch grass)  

Dichanthelium polyanthes (Small‐flowered witch grass)  

Dichanthelium scoparium (Velvet witch grass)  

Diospyros virginiana (American persimmon)  

Echinochloa crusgalli var. crusgalli (Barnyard‐grass)*  

Eragrostis sp. (A Lovegrass)  

Elephantopus carolinianus (Leafy elephant's‐foot)  

Elephantopus tomentosus (Common Elephant's‐foot)  

Elymus hystrix var. hystrix (Common bottlebrush grass)  

Epifagus virginiana (Beechdrops)  

Erechtites hieraciifolia (Fireweed)  

Eupatorium capillifolium (Common dog‐fennel)  
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Eupatorium hyssopifolium (Hyssopleaf eupatorium)  

Eurybia divaricata (Common white heart‐leaved aster)  

Galium aparine (Cleavers or A Bedstraw)  

Geum canadense (An Avens)  

Goodyera pubescens (Downy rattlesnake‐plantain)  

Hexastylis arifolia var. arifolia (Arrowleaf heartleaf)  

Hieracium gronovii (Beaked hawkweed)  

Hylodesmum nudiflorum (Naked tick‐trefoil)  

Hypericum punctatum (Spotted St. John's‐wort)  

Hypochaeris radicata (Spotted cat's‐ear)*  

Impatiens capensis (Orange jewel‐weed)  

Iris sp. (A Garden Iris) horticultural 
specimen Iris cristata (Dwarf‐crested 
iris)  

Juncus coriaceus (A Needlerush)  

Kummerowia striata (Japanese‐clover)*  

Lespedeza cuneata (Sericea lespedeza)*  

Lycopus virginicus (Virginia bugleweed)  

Maianthemum racemosum var. racemosum (False 

Solomon's‐seal) Microstegium vimineum (Japanese 

stilt‐grass)* Nebalus serpentarius (Lion's‐foot)  

Oxalis stricta (Common yellow wood‐sorrel)  

Parthenium integrifolium var. integrifolium (Common wild quinine) 

Paspalum laeve var. laeve (A Paspalum)  

Paspalum urvillei (Vasey grass)*  

Persicaria longiseta (Longbristle smartweed)*  

Persicaria virginiana (Jumpseed)  

Phytolacca americana (Common pokeweed)  

Plantago major (Common plantain)*  

Polystichum acrostichoides (Christmas fern)  
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Potentilla canadensis var. canadensis (Running five‐fingers)  

Prunella vulgaris (Heal‐all)  

Pseudognaphalium obtusifolium (Fragrant rabbit tobacco)  

Pycnanthemum tenuifolium (A Mountain‐mint)  

Rudbeckia hirta (Black‐eyed Susan)  

Rudbeckia laciniata (Common cutleaf coneflower)  

Sabatia angularis (Common marsh‐pink)  

Salvia lyrata (Lyreleaf sage)  

Sanguinaria canadensis (Bloodroot)  

Schizachyrium scoparium var. scoparium (Common little bluestem)  

Scutellaria integrifolia (A Skullcap)  

Setaria sp. (A Foxtail grass)*  

Solanum carolinense var. carolinense (Horse‐nettle)  

Solidago altissima var. altissima (Tall goldenrod) and/or Solidago gigantea (Smooth goldenrod) 

Solidago odora (Licorice goldenrod)  

Sorghastrum nutans (Yellow Indiangrass)  

Symphyotrichum patens var. patens (Common clasping aster) or Symphyotrichum georgianum (Georgia 

aster) Symphyotrichum pilosum var. pilosum (Frost aster)  

Tridens flavus (Purpletop tridens)  

Tripsacum dactyloides var. dactyloides (Gamma grass)  

Uvularia perfoliata (Perfoliate 
bellwort) Verbena urticifolia (White 

vervain) Verbesina occidentalis (A 
Wingstem)  

Vernonia noveboracensis (An Ironweed)  

Viola sororia (Common blue violet)  

  

ANIMAL SPECIES OBSERVED  

THOROUGHNESS OF LIST: casual  

Cardinalis cardinalis (Northern cardinal)  

Colaptes auratus (Northern flicker)  
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Corvus brachyrhynchos (Common crow)  

Cyanocitta cristata (Blue jay)  

Dumetella carolinensis (Gray catbird)  

Odocoileus virginianus (White‐tailed deer)  

Parus carolinensis (Carolina chickadee)  

Pipilo erythrophthalmus (Eastern towhee)  

Sitta carolinensis (White‐breasted nuthatch)  

Terrapene carolina (Eastern box turtle)  

Turdus migratorius (American robin)  

Zenaida macroura (Mourning dove)  
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