




















Opioid Settlement Fund

Opioid Settlement Overview:

North Carolina announced the first $26 billion national settlement agreement with the three largest drug 
distributors, plus the drug maker Johnson & Johnson (J&J) in July 2021. Two additional sets of settlements with 
pharmacies and other companies totaling $22 billion together were announced in 2023 and 2024. All 
settlement proceeds will be distributed over an 18-year period from FY 2022 to FY 2039.

The State of North Carolina has established a Memorandum of Agreement (NC MOA) for distribution and use 
of settlement funds. Guilford County signed on to this MOA in June 2021 when the first wave of settlement 
agreements was being finalized, and the MOA continues to apply to following settlements. Guilford County’s 
estimated payment distributions can be accessed on the state's dashboard and are referenced below.

What the County is Doing with the Funds:

The county can only use settlement funds to address issues arising from or related to the opioid crisis including 
to assist with the treatment, recovery, and support of our residents with substance use disorder. All uses of 
funds must be specifically authorized by the Board of Commissioners, and the outcomes of the funded 
programs and activities are reported to the state annually.

To ensure that the use of funds is based on actual needs and interests of the community, Guilford County 
created a drug and injury prevention manager to serve as a coordinator for opioid settlement planning and 
engagement work and hired a consultant to conduct a collaborative strategic planning process with the 
community. The Board of Commissioners approved the recommendations from the strategic plan and staff 
began to implement these recommendations in July 2024. The county must conduct a new collaborative
strategic planning process every four (4) years to continue to fund certain recommendations.



Opioid Settlement Fund

Supporting Links:
Opioid Recovery and Response | Guilford County
State-Level Trends - North Carolina Opioid Settlements


